Management and prognosis of acute liver failure in children.
Although the etiologies of pediatric acute liver failure (ALF) are diverse, ultimate pathophysiologic pathways and management challenges for these disorders, usually lethal in the pre-transplant era, are similar. This review considers particularly the mechanisms of, and monitoring for, intracranial hypertension and coagulopathy; summarizes detailed advice for management of the ALF-associated failures of multiple body systems; and reviews the variety of prognostic scores available to guide management and assist in choosing the patients most apt to benefit from liver transplantation and the optimal timing for such transplantation.